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A sparkling anthology of New Zealand
poems to learn by heart.

‘To remember a poem is to carry it with you always — the poem a
distillation of thought, feeling, sound. To remember a poem is to go
freely, without your keys, your bag, your baggage, yet to possess a
valuable taonga. It’s the ability to speak a poem out loud, to yourself,
to the air, to your folks. There’s a reason we say ‘off by heart’ when we
commit words to memory: to remember a poem is to hold that poem
close to your heart.’

— from the introduction by Anne Kennedy

In haka and waiata, sea shanties and ballads, in the words of Sam Hunt
and Selina Tusitala Marsh, Hone Tuwhare and Hera Lindsay Bird, the
rhythms of poetry have carried our sounds and stories, our loves and
losses for generations. Now Anne Kennedy brings together for the first
time a selection of over 200 poems from Aotearoa to learn by heart —
whakatauki and odes, poems of love and of nature, of whanau, history
and politics.

For weddings and funerals, for a day at school or an evening at home,
Remember Me will be a lively poetic companion for years to come.
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Introduction: Love the Poems

Ilearnt to love the songs which my people sang to
suit any and every occasion of their social life.

— NGA MOTEATEA: THE SONGS, PART ONE!

When I began to listen to poetry, it’s when I began to
listen to the stones, and I began to listen to what the
clouds had to say, and I began to listen to others.

— JOY HARJO, US POET LAUREATE?

o remember a poem is to carry it with you always - the poem a

distillation of thought, feeling, sound. To remember a poem
is to go freely, without your keys, your bag, your baggage, yet to
possess a valuable taonga. It’s the ability to speak a poem out loud,
to yourself, to the air, to your folks. There’s a reason we say ‘off by
heart’ when we commit words to memory: to remember a poem is to
hold that poem close to your heart.

This book brings together a wide range of poems, all written by
Aotearoa poets, which lend themselves to being memorised and
recited. It suggests ways to read, learn and perform poetry, both
historical and contemporary, for our times.

Poetry has its roots in the spoken - chants, rhymes, narratives
- and even after hundreds of years of printing, it’s remarkable that
the thrill of poetry performance is as vital as ever. Over the last
quarter century, oral poetry has had a huge resurgence globally
via the internet and through the rise of literary festivals, poetry
readings and poetry slams. Nowadays, the practice of performing



James K. Baxter
High Country Weather

Alone we are born
And die alone;

Yet see the red-gold cirrus
Over snow-mountain shine.

Upon the upland road
Ride easy, stranger:

Surrender to the sky
Your heart of anger.



Sarah Broom
holding the line

when I feel feverish

I take the full moon
and place it on my brow
like a flannel

it is so cool because it has just
been swimming in the sea

when I feel that my heart
is clapping out of time
Itake it out and throw it
up among the stars

who know all there is to know
about holding the line

15



Michele Leggott
whatis

it might be very early

it might be very late
fleecy marble the world
curve sticks out of

love’s proper sphere

at the feet of the rider
stolen away for love
smoke touches the square
of the winged horse

and the lightfield explodes
blue flame and white

one handstand

for love stolen away

from the sooty altars

67



Bub Bridger

(Ngati Kahungunu, Irish, English)
Wild daisies

If you love me

bring me flowers
wild daisies

clutched in your fist
like a torch

no orchids or roses

or carnations

no florist’s bow

just daisies

steal them

risk your life for them
up the sharp hills

in the teeth of the wind
if you love me

bring me daisies

wild daisies

that I will cram

in a bright vase

and marvel at

133



‘To remember a poem is to carry it with you always -

the poem a distillation of thought, feeling, sound.

To remember a poem is to go freely, without your keys,
your bag, your baggage, yet to possess a valuable taonga.
It’s the ability to speak a poem out loud, to yourself, to
the air, to your folks. There’s a reason we say ‘off by heart
when we commit words to memory: to remember a poem
is to hold that poem close to your heart.’

)

— FROM THE INTRODUCTION BY ANNE KENNEDY

In haka and waiata, sea shanties and ballads, in the words

of Sam Hunt and Selina Tusitala Marsh, Hone Tuwhare and
Hera Lindsay Bird, the rhythms of poetry have carried our
sounds and stories, our loves and losses for generations.
Now Anne Kennedy brings together for the first time a
selection of over 200 poems from Aotearoa to learn by heart -
whakatauki and odes, poems of love and of nature, of whanau,

history and politics.

For a wedding, a tangi, for a day at school or an evening at
home, Remember Me will be a lively poetic companion for

years to come.
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